Julie pressed her nose against the cool glass of the window. She stood in the room she shared with her big sister. While she loved the beauty of Corpus Christi, Texas; she missed playing in the falling snow of her home far north of there. The previous year she and her brother made the biggest snowman in the neighborhood. They came inside the house and found her blue and white scarf and matching stocking cap. Mama had let them have a carrot from the drawer in the refrigerator. Her big brother ran to the garage and dug into the charcoal bag they used to barbeque steaks with. He ran into the kitchen with a stack of them against his quilted coat. Already, he had black charcoal all over himself. Mama laughed and said, “We won’t worry about how dirty you get doing this. I think you are as dirty as a boy can possibly get anyway. You will get a lesson on how the washing machine works after you kids finish your snowman.”

The snowman was awesome! A man from the newspaper even came to their house and took a picture of them with it. It took most of the day, but the reward of a picture in the newspaper was worth all the hard work.

She looked at the clear sky for signs of clouds. Her hopes were dashed again. Mama came into the room. “Julie, we are going to Chicago for Christmas. You will have snow after all.” She said.

“When are we leaving?” Julie asked.

“Tomorrow…” she said.
****

Julie liked the feel of snow crunching under her boots. Her cousins were wonderfully fun.  She enjoyed ice skating and building snow forts. Coming into the warmth of her aunt’s home, she heard the voice of a weatherman booming over the television. “Stay tuned. A major snow storm in south Texas is coming up.”
She took off her snow boots and hung her coat and cap on a hook. The commercials played as she found a place on the sofa. She could hardly believe her eyes as footage of a major snow fall blanketed Corpus Christi, Texas played on the screen. Her mother grinned. “I guess there would have been snow for Julie even if you had stayed in Texas this year.”
